
A TAPESTRY  
OF LANGUAGE:

A LOOK AT LANGUAGES SPOKEN  
BY ELLS ACROSS THE U.S.

DID YOU KNOW?
SPANISH ISN’T ALWAYS #1

While Spanish is spoken by 73.1 percent  
of the 4.6 million ELLs in the United States,  
it’s not the top second language in every  

state. Here’s a breakdown.
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SUPPORTING ELLS IN THE CLASSROOM: 
WHERE TO FIND HELP

14.2%
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cities are ELLs
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in suburbs  
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3.9%
in rural areas  

are ELLs

6.2%
in towns  
are ELLs

1. MIDDLEBURY INTERACTIVE  
+  WWW.MIDDLEBURYINTERACTIVE.COM

2. COLORÍN COLORADO  
+  WWW.COLORINCOLORADO.ORG

3. DAVE’S ESL CAFÉ  
+  WWW.ESLCAFE.COM

4. USING ENGLISH.COM  
+  WWW.USINGENGLISH.COM

5. EVERYTHING ESL.COM  
+  WWW.EVERYTHINGESL.NET

6. WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE 
+  ��HTTP://IES.ED.GOV/NCEE/WWC/TOPIC. 

ASPX?SID=6

7. MANYTHINGS.ORG  
+  WWW.MANYTHINGS.ORG

8. REPEAT AFTER US  
+  WWW.REPEATAFTERUS.COM

9. ESL PARTYLAND  
+  WWW.ESLPARTYLAND.COM

10. 5-MINUTE ENGLISH 
+  WWW.5MINUTEENGLISH.COM

WWW.WEARETEACHERS.COM WWW.MIDDLEBURYINTERACTIVE.COM

 SOURCE: NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS, 2014

http://www.middleburyinteractive.com/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.usingenglish.com/
http://www.everythingesl.net/
http://www.manythings.org/
http://www.repeatafterus.com/
https://www.eslpartyland.com/
http://www.5minuteenglish.com/
http://www.eslcafe.com/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Topic.aspx?sid=6
http://www.middleburyinteractive.com/
http://www.weareteachers.com/



